Although teachers may not usually be held financially liable for instances of corp oral punish men I they put th eir positions In danger. dlsch.,aes a substance that C,,",SIIS tempo.ary ~ Irrlta· tlon to 100 pe rson alteclOO But the modern mll"ld does nol .ely on advanced lech· nology. One teattler piefced a l"male sludent'" upper ann w,th , straight pin; perh aps this dlaclplln ary technlq<l& was Inspi red by acupurn;tutll . Anolher teaCher s truck seve ral male s tudents in the Q'ln il als -fo r not behaving propo My.
Methods and
Seve ral co.pora l oun is hmenl cases are scann 01 action rival ing prolenlonal ... ,e slllng or rolle. derby. NOIIO be outdone by Hulk Hogan one IIfllerp.lsing 1,,;)Ci>er UM!! for disciplina ry purpoM. a straight . nn ba •• loIlowed by a hen nelson, and ttlen a tull netson. In another casa. a 23().pou nd leacher told a sl~tI' grader to stop talking during st ud y hal l. Someone rem ar'ked. "the a le ph ant is ang ry." Thi nk ing the sO urce was Ihe repri manded slud a nl , the teacher grabbed him by the should" .. , shoo!< him, end pushed him inloe bla.ckboard, causing Itle Siudent to hll his tlead and fall 10 the 1100" As il Ihll1 we<en1 "nough. Ih. Inche.lt>en hfled Ihel1u<1ent by his hel, and arm .nd proCeeded to PUSh ~Im Into ~ I>oo~c ase, again caUSing the .tu· de nl to hil his head and fall down . The teache.then told the c la$S : "Look al ~im . He is cry ing li ke. b8 by." Similarly. de· spite re~ea ted re prlmaJ>ds. a physlca ltd ucalio n teaCher eng~gad in a s tring 01 f"IO fewe.lhan 20 Incl<kints 01 co.porelly punishIng children In g.ades 2-5. Including ~ush;ng Itlem InlO "'alls, pulhng !hei. heir and "ars, lining and carrying lhem Ill' the neck, and hiUing them ... lth soccer balllalllO 1M accom pa~l ment 01 a panoply 01 protanit y Of co urs e. the$ol co url GaseS re pre se nt the kind 01 'x· treme conduct Ih at has caused lega l ac tion. such I I ~u i l~ Ill' parents end lermlnll1iofls by SCIlOOI boards. Neve"h ... less. the end is not In sight. Tile teactle'" lost in only about 40 percent 01 ,comp .. he nsive aample of "modern" court decisions .
• There is an Impon8!1t dilfe .. noe, how","" r. within til e overa ll pallern 01 ouicomes. Although the parenl s' constllu· tlo nal c hallenges. c dm lnal co mpl, ints, a nd tort SUIts were mostly rnjected , lhe boa.ds· le.m lnetion lIoCtions were larg"ly uphe ld, ThuS, Ihe besl legal "enues 1& I;mitlng or pron,bltlngcorpo'" punishrnenl"" legl$lallon on the Sl~te lavel and enforcement" Ihe schOOl dlSlflCIIe-<e1. • For the rel •• ..,t CitatiOns . see $coli and ZI<lfel's article in Wesl"~ ErJuGa !ion 1..8 .. llePOrrer. 1987, v. 36. pp. 267 -71 
